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(see Rule 70.1 6 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the POT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 
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I. Basis of the report 

^ ■ USIl!^?'^^ elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in S report e^iriSX^ 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70 16^d% f^f'"^'^ ^"^ 



Description, Pages 
1-14 



as originally filed 



Claims, Numbers 

1-6 

Drawings, Sheets 

1/8-8>8 



as originally filed 



as originally filed 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marl<ed above were available or furnished to this Authoritv in thi. 
language in which the international application was filed, unless othenwise indtoSS un<ter^hiffter ^ 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: . which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the intemational search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

° Rote55fi^T^^^3y^^°" furnished forthe purposes of intemational prelimlnafy examination (under 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international aoDlication the 
international preliminary examination was carried outSn the basis of the seqSence iSingf 

contained in the international application In written form, 
filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in written fonn. 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

^S.eSS^n^o^rJS^^T^'SL^^^ 90 beyond the disclosu. 

Sfn?frSnSsUd^"^ '^"^^ """P"*^' '^^""^^^ ^ *° ^"■'tten sequence 



O 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, 

□ the claims, 

□ the drawings. 



pages:. 

Nos!: 

sheets: 
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5. □ This report has been established as ff (some of) the amendments had not been made since thev have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)) ^ • 

^^IrtT^'^^"*^^^^*^"*^'"''^^"'^^^'^^"^'"^^ ' and annexed to this 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

1. statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


2,3,5 




No: 


Claims 


1,6 


Inventive step (18) 


Yes: 


Claims 


2,3,5 




No: 


Claims 


1.4.6 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-6 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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, EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET 

Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2{a)(il) with i^gani to novelty, Inventive step 
or Industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

I. Documents 

Reference is made to the following documents: 
D1: US-A-4 500102; 
D2: US-B1-6 311 999; 
D3: US-A-4 592 570. 

II. Requirements of Article 33(2), (3) POT - Novelty / Inventive step 

1. Document D1 discloses (see especially Rgs. 11, 11A. 12; column 5. line 61 - 
column 6, line 17) (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 

A Wheelchair including: 
a seat back (150); 
a frame rail (12, 14); 

a seat back fold-down mechanism supporting said seat back for folding movement 
relative to said frame rail between a folded position and an unfolded and locked 
position, said seat back fold-down mechanism including a first releasable locking 
mechanism (1 64) for releasably locking said seat back in the unfolded and locked 
position; and 

a seat back angle adjustment mechanism for adjusting the angle of said seat back 
relative to said frame rail when said seat back is in the unfolded and locked 
position (see Rg. 1 1 ), said seat back angle adjustment mechanism including a 
s.econd releasable locking mechanism (158) for releasably locking said seat back 
at any selected one of a plurality of different angles relative to said frame rail 
(column 6, lines 4-9); 

said seat back fold-down mechanism enabling folding movement of said seat back 
between the folded position and the unfolded and locked position without 
releasing said second releasable locking mechanism when said seat back is 
locked in any selected one of the plurality of different angles relative to said frame 
rail (see Rg. 11); 

said seat back having a portion (lower end of the back cane) that slides along said 
frame rail (namely along upper end of frame rail portion (1 4); see Rgs. 1 1 A, 1 2) as 
the seat back angle Is adjusted. 



Form PCT/Separate Sheey409 (Sheet 1) (EPO-Aprll 1997) 



\ 'NTERNATIONAL I^IMINARY 




iiMicniMAiiuNAL P^BL IMINARY 

EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEct"^^'" "^' "^o- PCT/US03/0741 4 

being replaced by the features: 

fit?^^^"^ ^ ^« o°"nected with said 

seat back ,s moved from the unfolded position to the folded position" 

>sant«patedbythedisclosu.of'ea'ih:freTc::ro^^^^^^^^^ 
The use of standard plunger pin assemblies for both releasable looWna 

within the meaning of Article 33(3) PCT ^ ^" '""'"""^ 
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Document D1 , which is considered to represent the most relevant state of the art 
d^sdoses (cf. above, a wheelchair from which the subject-matter of dtendem 

iThf rr f *" ' ' ^ ^ °' independent claim 5 differs .hTm the 
sea^ back has a length that varies as the seat back angle is adjusted wherZ 
seat back angle adjustment means a,e prov,ded worthing in a compTeietd^Lt 
way compared to those of D1 . There is no indication in the availab^or art 
documents that would tead the sailed pe^on to combine the adjustmem of the 
^1 Of th °'*e Wheelchair as known e.g from Dt with a variat^n o e 
length of the seat back. Thus, the subject-matter of claims 2 and 5 is considered 
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